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Empowering Peoples through Human Rights to Accelerate 

Climate Resilience and Food Security in Asia-Pacific  
 

Side Event: 11th Asia-Pacific Forum for Sustainable Development 

February 22, 16:45-18:00 GMT+7   

In-person: Meeting Room G, United Nations Conference Center, Bangkok, 

Thailand  

Online: https://bit.ly/3HsXU6R  

Organizer(s) 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

Co-organizer(s) 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP) 

Fair Finance Asia (FFA) 

Registration 

To register for this side event, please use https://bit.ly/3HsXU6R   

To attend the side event, all registrants must also register on Indico to attend the 

APFSD by February 6 using the link here:  

https://indico.un.org/event/1007683/ 

Please register using the option “Registration for Others” and choose your side 

event.  Those who do not register on Indico will not be able to access the United 

Nations Conference Center. 

Background 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has confirmed that climate 

change will increase pressure on food production and access, particularly in vulnerable 

regions such as Asia-Pacific. Those hardest hit include Indigenous Peoples, small-scale 

food producers, and low-income households – particularly in developing countries. The 
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first Global Stocktake has recognized the fundamental priority of safeguarding food 

security and ending hunger, and the particular vulnerabilities of food production systems 

to the adverse impacts of climate change.  

The side event will provide an opportunity for States in Asia-Pacific, international 

organizations, and other relevant stakeholders to discuss the adverse impacts of climate 

change on SDG Goal 1 (No Poverty) and Goal 2 (Zero Hunger). It will also provide a space 

to discuss the climate impacts of food systems as well as the food systems transformation 

that is needed to reduce climate impacts and safeguard the right to food through rights-

based approaches to climate action. 

Key Questions and Outcomes 

This side event will examine the following key guiding questions:  

1. How is climate change affecting the full realization of the right to adequate food 

of people in vulnerable situations, for example, Indigenous Peoples, smallholder 

farmers, women, and children in the Asia-Pacific?  

2. What specific measures, including public policies, legislation, practices, or 

strategies has your government undertaken, in compliance with applicable 

international human rights law, to promote an approach to climate change 

mitigation and adaptation, as well as loss and damage, that ensures the full and 

effective enjoyment of the right to food? 

3. What are mechanisms and tools in place to measure and monitor the impacts 

of climate change and climate change policy and project on the full realization of 

the right to food and the ability of IPs and smallholders and examples of promising 

practices and challenges in the promotion, protection, and fulfilment of the full 

realization of the right to food in the context of the adverse effects of climate 

change. 

Bringing together a diverse panel, this side event aims to enhance understanding 

of the impacts of climate change on the right to food as well as the climate impacts 

of food systems in Asia-Pacific. It will also highlight the benefits of human rights-

based climate action and a food system transition from industrialized agriculture 

towards agroecology, identify good practices, and share lessons learned in the 

promotion and protection of the right to food in the context of the adverse impacts 

of climate change, including science-based approaches and Indigenous Peoples’ 

traditional knowledge and identify opportunities for collaboration and action by 

States through international cooperation to implement rights-based climate 

action and a food system transition that benefits both people and the planet. 



 

   

Programme 

Ms. Katia Chirizzi, 
Deputy Regional Representative 

UN Human Rights  

Welcome Remarks 5 min 
16.45-17.00 

Interactive discussion and Q&A 

Moderator: Romchat Wachirarattanakornkul, UN Human Rights 

 
Panelists: 

55 min 

17.00-17.45 

(1) Mr. Michael WINDFUHR, the 
Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (CESCR) (TBC) 

  

 
(2) Pirawan Wongnithisathaporn,  
Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact 
 

  

(3) Johnson Jament,  
Association of Artisanal Fishers 

  

(4) Victoria Caranay,  
Fair Finance Asia  

  

Q&A  10 mins 
17.45-17.55 

Closing 

Ms. Marianna Bicchieri,  

FAO Regional Office for Asia and 
the Pacific 

Concluding remarks and closing 5 min 

17.55-18.00 

 

 

For information, please contact Ms. Romchat Wachirarattanakornkul, 

Human Rights, climate change and environment Focal Points (Asia),  

UN Human Rights Regional Office for South-East Asia 

romchat.wachirarattanakornkul@un.org  
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